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variance with its nature and institutions; or of introducing
garrisons into a neutral and unoffending country which had
only been striving to preserve its own peace without molesting
any one." -9 By this time England and Holland were at war,
ft was believed that Cosimo's determined attitude must be
supported secretly by some other power; while it seemed
probable that some new turn in international politics might
throw the whole question again into discussion. Cosimo's pro-
test was consequently received with respect.

In 1720 peace was again restored, and a fresh congress
was assembled at Cambrai. At this congress the whole ques-
tion of the Tuscan succession was argued out afresh, Cosimo's
ambassador being Corsini, who displayed much ability in
demonstrating the injustice to Tuscany of the proposed
course, and more particularly the certainty that any rule of
that country in Austrian hands (which the Florentines feared
was now contemplated) would be of a most tyrannical char-
acter; while in any case it was, he argued, most unfair not
to allow the rule of Tuscany to pass, after Prince Giovanni
Gastone's death, to his sister, the Electress Anna Maria Ludo-
vica, she being eminently qualified, both in character and
ability, to govern the country well. These discussions at Cam-
brai continued all through the years 1721 and 1722, while
the negotiations, intrigues, and secret agreements between
the various powers over the bone of contention, Tuscany,
tfere interminable.

Meanwhile age began to tell upon Cosimo. Worn out by
these long contests over the independence of his country, and
with his strength failing now that he was approaching eighty
years of age, he abandoned the rule of the state entirely to
his capable daughter, with whose control of affairs her
brother, Gian Gastone (only anxious to be left in his beloved
seclusion), had no desire to interfere. She conducted all nego-
tiations with foreign powers, showed a capable management
of home affairs, mitigated the harsher aspects of Cosimo's
laws, and spent much in works of public benefit. Her con*